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meat. On the contrary it will herald it Thin improvement has
tremendous difficulties in its way. We have to surmount the utn-
willingness of the Government, the want of capital and the obsti-
nate refusal of the peasant to Like to new methods. What is
claimed for spinning is that
1.    it supplies the readiest occupation to those who have
leisure and are in  want of a few coppers;
2.    it is known to the thousand*;
3.    it is easily learnt;
4.    it requires practically no outlay of capital;
5* the wheel can be easily and cheaply made. Most of us
do not yet know that spinning can he done! even with a piece
of tile and a splinter;
6*   the people have no repugnance to it;
7,    it affords immediate relief in times of famine and scar-
city;
8,    it alone can stop the drain of wealth which R0a out-
side India in the purchase of foreign cloth;
9* it automatically distributes the millions thus saved among
the deserving poor;
10* even the smallest success means no much immediate
gain to the people;
IL it fa the mo*! potent instrument of securing co-operation
among the people*
The difficulties in the way are want of faith among the
amddie-ciasses which alone can supply the required number of
workers* The greater difficulty still is the disinclination of the
people to take to khaddar in the place of the fine-looking mill-
made cloth* The dcarncss of khaddar during the transition stage
is an additional difficulty- If the people respond to the spin-
ning resolution in sufficient numbers, khaddar can be made to
compete with mill-made cloth. There is no doubt that the
movement does require for its success a little namfiee on the part
of the people. Even this direct sacrifice will not be necessary if
we had our own Government mindful of the want! of the
peasants and determined to protect them against foreign compe-
tition. Voluntary sacrifice for a time by the middle*etaii can do
what the Government would do if it was national
There is no question of waste of energy* Have the thousands
of our sisters, to whom Bi% Ray was previously giving doles of
charity and is now giving honourable employment and making
them partly or wholly self-supporting, wanted their energy? They
have no other occupation, save that of begging or starving* Is il